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In the heart of Canada's rugged hockey landscape, Czech defenders Vojtech 

Vochvest and Matteo Koci find themselves on an extraordinary journey, not just 

on the ice but in the cultural mosaic of Kamloops, British Columbia. 

As they lace up their skates for the Kamloops Blazers, these two European imports share 

everything from trials to triumphs, and camaraderie. Their love of the game sheds light on the 

universal language of hockey that transcends borders. 

"Everything is different – the language, the culture, the way of life. It's a big adjustment," 

Vochvest reflects. The culture shock is palpable, from the expansive landscapes of British 

Columbia to the nuances of Canadian customs.  

“From billet families offering a home away from home to teammates becoming brothers, the 

support network in Kamloops has become integral,” adda Vochvest who believes that his 

teammates play a crucial role in making him feel at home.  

While the language of hockey is universal, the same cannot be said for everyday 

conversations. The struggles with English, both on and off the ice, were obstacles that 

Vochvest and Koci had to overcome. "English was definitely a hurdle," admits Koci. "In the 

beginning, I was shy about making mistakes, but my teammates were patient. They helped 

me improve, and now I feel much more confident." 

These struggles have become threads in the rich tapestry of their Canadian experience that 

have woven the team, and the Czech duo even closer together. As they navigate the 

intricacies of the English language, they’ve been able to find common ground, not just in 

communication but amongst the team spirit and moments of shared laughter and camaraderie. 

"Having Matteo with me has been a tremendous support," Vochvest acknowledges. "Whether 

it's exploring Kamloops together or helping each other with our individual challenges, we're 

in this together." 

This partnership extends onto the ice, where the chemistry between the Czech defenders has 

become a formidable force for the Kamloops Blazers.  

As the Blazers gear up for a clash with the Spokane Chiefs on Nov. 19, the anticipation is 

palpable. The game is a crucial chapter in the Western Hockey League season, a test of skill, 

strategy, and teamwork.  

In the midst of the stress, teammates and staff speak positively about the impact Vochvest and 

Koci have had on the Blazers. Forwards Development Coach Chris Murray commends the 

new players for their work ethic: "They've brought a level of dedication that's infectious. It's 

not just about the game; it's about the team, and they've embodied that." 



Teammate and NHL draftee Connor Lewis echoes the coach’s sentiments, "Having them on 

the team has been fantastic. They're not just great players but great friends. They've added a 

unique dynamic to the locker room." 

The matchup against the Chiefs will not be just about goals and assists; it will come down to 

the resilience of two young men who ventured far from home to pursue their passion for 

hockey. The ice will be their canvas, and the Blazers' jersey their armour as they face off 

against the Chiefs, showcasing not just their skill but the indomitable spirit that unites 

teammates and transcends cultural boundaries. 

In the world of hockey, Vochvest and Koci are coming into their own, standing as 

ambassadors of the global reach of the sport. Their journey from Czechia to Kamloops is not 

just a tale of adaptation but a celebration of the shared language of hockey that unites players 

from diverse corners of the world. 

As the Blazers' next game against the Spokane Chiefs approaches the spotlight will focus 

with the clash of sticks and the thunderous roar of the crowd. Yet, amongst it all, the story of 

Vochvest and Koci: Czech defenders navigating the Canadian odyssey, will resonate as a 

testament to the enduring power of sport to bind hearts and bridge cultures.  

Afterall, "Hockey transcends borders; it's a language we all speak on the ice," says Vochvest. 


